
SEHS 2018-2019 Required Reading for Honors and AP English Students 
 

Course Book(s) Assignment 

Honors 

English 9 

Keesha’s House by Helen Frost 
 

Read and complete the character chart (attached). 

Character Chart 

Keesha's House.docx
 

Honors 

English 10 

 Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

 Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 

 The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

Each of these books addresses the theme of overcoming obstacles. Choose ONE book 
from this list to read. Annotate* as you read. Assignments and test will be completed 
in class within the first week of the semester. 

Honors 

English 11 

The Scarlet Letter 
by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Set in Puritan New England, The Scarlet Letter uses rich symbolism to examine the 
themes of sin, repentance, and forgiveness. Annotate as you read, paying particular 
attention to the development of these themes and Hawthorne’s use of symbolism. 
(Note: You are not required to read “The Custom House” at the beginning of the text.) 
Assignments and test will be completed in class within the first week of the semester. 
Test will be in multiple-choice format. 

Honors 

English 12 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien  A literary quest involves a journey, a road of trials in which a hero is called on a 

mission and leaves his home, either alone or in the company of others, to search for a 

treasure.  Along the way, he undergoes trials, receives aid, and fights enemies. He may 

even die; however, if he succeeds in attaining the treasure sought, it will affect who he 

is. The five elements of a literary quest are a quester, a destination, a stated reason for 

the journey, challenges and trials, and the real reason for the journey, which is always 

some form of self-knowledge. Annotate as you read, paying particular attention to 

the elements of a quest in The Hobbit. Assignments and test will be completed in 

class within the first week of the semester. Test will be in multiple-choice format. 

AP English 

11 

The House at Sugar Beach 
by Helene Cooper 

Read and annotate the text. Complete the (attached) major works data sheet. 

MWDS House at 

Sugar Beach.pdf
 

Elements of Style 
by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White 
Fourth Edition 

See Attachment 

Elements of 

Style.pdf
 

AP English 

12 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
 

See Attachment 

AP English 

Literature and Composition Summer Reading 2018.docx
 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor  
by Thomas C. Foster 

 
*Annotating: Students should annotate the text as they read.  When annotating, students should define unfamiliar vocabulary, ask questions, 
summarize important sections of the text, highlight major characters, and discuss major themes and symbols that appear throughout the text.  All 
these notes should be taken in the text, some students like to use sticky notes, and others prefer to write on the actual pages of the book.   

A Note on Academic Integrity:  If your summer reading assignment has a written component, the work should be done independently, and you 
should think through all the sections yourself.  For your assignment, do not copy/paste any internet sources.  You should use your text as the main 
source of information.  If you do use any outside sources, BE SURE to cite your sources in an MLA formatted bibliography page.  Academic 
dishonesty of any kind will result in a zero and disciplinary action per the GCS Student Handbook.  

All written assignments are due on the first day of the course. 

Questions about Summer Reading? Join the SEHS English Remind group. Text the message @sehsen to phone number 81010. 

https://www.gcsnc.com/cms/lib/NC01910393/Centricity/Domain/13641/Keeshas%20House.pdf
https://www.gcsnc.com/cms/lib/NC01910393/Centricity/Domain/13641/House%20at%20Sugar%20Beach.pdf
https://www.gcsnc.com/cms/lib/NC01910393/Centricity/Domain/13641/Elements%20of%20Style.pdf
https://www.gcsnc.com/cms/lib/NC01910393/Centricity/Domain/13641/AP%20English%20Lit%20and%20Comp.docx


SEHS 2018-2019 Recommended Reading for All English Students 

 
Reading is vital to academic success. Students who read are more analytical, empathetic, and better able to understand complex issues. To encourage reading, 
the English department offers extra credit for all students.  For honors and AP students, this is in addition to the required reading. Choose a book from this list. 
On the first day of class, tell your teacher you did the extra credit reading. You’ll take a twenty-question multiple-choice test. You may only test on ONE book. 

 
I Will Always Write Back by Caitlyn Alifirenka and Martin Ganda 
The true story of an American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe; starting as pen pals, they forged a friendship that changed both of their lives forever.  
 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Freshman Melinda is a friendless outcast because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops. Now nobody will talk to her. As time passes, she becomes 
increasingly isolated and stops talking altogether. Only her art class offers solace; it is through her artwork that she is able to face what happened at the party. 
 
Dodgers by Bill Beverly 
A dark coming-of-age story of a young LA gang member, who is sent by his uncle to kill a key witness hiding out in Wisconsin. The journey takes him out of a city he's 
never left and into an America that is entirely alien to him, forcing him to grapple with his place in the world and decide what kind of man he wants to be. 
 
Matched by Allie Condie 
Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her, so when Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows he is her 
ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility. 
 
Tears of a Tiger by Sharon Draper 
After the death of his longtime friend and teammate in a car accident, Andy, the driver, blames himself and cannot get past his guilt and pain. 
 
Looking for Alaska by John Greene 
Miles Halter is fascinated by famous last words–and tired of his safe life at home. He leaves for boarding school to seek the “Great Perhaps.” Much awaits Miles at 
Culver Creek, including Alaska Young. Clever, funny, screwed-up, and dead sexy, Alaska will pull Miles into her labyrinth and catapult him into the Great Perhaps. 
 
Paper Towns by John Greene 
When Margo Roth Spiegelman beckons Quentin Jacobsen in the middle of the night—dressed like a ninja and plotting a campaign of revenge—he follows her. After a 
lifetime of loving Margo from afar, things are finally looking up for Q . . . until day breaks and she has vanished. Always an enigma, Margo has now become a mystery.  
 
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 
Hetty Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke 
household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, despite the limits imposed on women. 
 
Acceleration by Graham McNamee 
It's a hot summer and, working in the depths of the Toronto Transit Authority's lost and found, 17-year-old Duncan has just about had enough. Then he finds a leather 
book filled with the dark and dirty secrets of a twisted mind, a serial killer stalking his prey in the subway. 
 
Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers 
Robin "Birdy" Perry, a new army recruit from Harlem, is headed to Iraq. He and the others in the Civilian Affairs Battalion are supposed to help secure and stabilize 
the country and interact with the Iraqi people. The code name is Operation Iraqi Freedom, but the men and women in the CA unit have a simpler name for it: WAR. 
 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds 
Two teens—one black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and, ultimately, the country 
bitterly divided by racial tension.  
 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school track team, but his past is slowing him down. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds are chosen 
for an elite middle school track team. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to each other but to themselves. 
 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs 
A horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers a home in crumbling ruins. As Jacob 
explores abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. They may still be alive. 
  
The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 
Fourteen-year-old Susie Salmon is already in heaven. In 1973, she mysteriously disappeared. Susie relates the awful events of her death and watches her family cope 
with their grief: her father searches for the killer, her sister undertakes a daring feat, her little brother builds a fort in her honor and begin the process of healing. 
 
Between Shades of Grey by Ruta Sepetys 
A fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941, Lina paints, draws, and gets crushes on boys. Until one night Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her family from the 
life they've known. Crossing the Arctic Circle to a work camp in Siberia is a harrowing journey, but through incredible strength, love, and hope Lina ultimately survives. 
 
The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas 
Will has known about the rules ever since his childhood friend was killed on the playground, and he’s followed the first two: no crying, and no snitching. When his 
older brother, Shawn, is shot and killed while walking home from the store, Will knows he is expected to follow the final rule and avenge his brother’s death. 
 
What You Left Behind by Jessica Verdi 
Teen Simon Hawkeswell hanged himself in his home in Warwickshire, England. Not long after his death, a wave of "sympathetic" teen suicides rocked the community. 
Whatever or whoever is killing these young people is far more disturbing than could be imagined; unraveling the secret is as dangerous as the secret itself. 


